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The purpose of this resource 
is to provide short answers to 

difficult questions about Israel. 
This booklet also concisely 

addresses common questions unique 
to Christian support for Israel. 



SECTION 1: CHRISTIAN SUPPORT FOR ISRAEL

1.  If God is protecting Israel why do we 
need to do anything?

“What good is it, dear brothers and 
sisters, if you say you have faith but 
don’t show it by your actions? Can 
that kind of faith save anyone?” James 
2:14 asks us. What good is it to have 
faith that God will protect Israel but 
not show our belief through our 
action? We are called to put our faith 
to action. 
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DIFFICULT QUESTIONS SECTION 1: CHRISTIAN SUPPORT FOR ISRAEL

3.  Shouldn’t Christians support 
Christians? 

Christians who want to support 
Christians, should support Israel. Israel 
is the only place in the Middle East 
where Christians are protected. There 
is one place in the Middle East where 
Christians worship freely without fear 
of violence. That place is Israel. In 
Israel Christians are able to gather, 
worship and practice their faith 
openly. While the Christian population 
in other Middle Eastern countries is 
shrinking as a result of persecution, it 
is actually growing in Israel. 

 

2.   Isn’t Christian support for the Jewish 
people contradictory to the Christian 
faith? 

While God loves all people 
passionately, he has a special role 
for the people through whom he has 
chosen to reveal himself to the world. 
A false doctrine called Replacement 
Theology arose shortly after the time 
of Christ teaching that the Church 
is the new Israel. Proponents of this 
false theology are also those who 
justify anti-Semitism by claiming, 
“The Jews killed Jesus.” But Jesus 
himself is recorded in John 10:18 as 
saying, “No man takes my life from 
me. I lay it down of my own accord.” 
Romans 11 teaches that Christians 
are grafted into the faith history of the 
Jewish people and that God has not 
rejected his people, the Jewish nation. 
Christian support the Jewish people is 
not only NOT contradictory; it is one 
of the most natural out-workings of 
the Christian faith. 
 



DIFFICULT QUESTIONS SECTION 1: CHRISTIAN SUPPORT FOR ISRAEL

5.  How does the bible call Christians to 
support Israel? Why Israel? 

The bible is clear we are to pray for 
Israel and support the Jewish people. 
God even inspired self-determination 
movements of the Jewish people. 
These movements are recorded 
throughout the Bible. God promised 
to turn Abraham’s descendants into a 
prosperous nation. In Genesis 12:1-3, 
God said everyone who blessed that 
nation would be blessed. In Psalm 
122:6-9, readers are instructed to pray 
for the eternal capital of the Jewish 
people - Jerusalem. 

4.  Shouldn’t we be more concerned 
about spreading the Gospel and 
not politics? God calls us to love 
everyone. We shouldn’t be picking 
sides in a conflict. 

Engaging in politics is not 
contradictory to our command 
to share the Gospel but rather 
supplements our efforts. Jesus himself 
even made commentary on political 
issues (Mark 12:13-17) Christians have 
been commanded to share the good 
news of the gospel, we’ve also been 
commanded to pray for the peace 
of Jerusalem. (Psalm 122:6) But as 
James 2:12-17 instructs us, faith has 
to be accompanied by actions. At 
times this requires us to be involved in 
politics. Moses, Nehemiah and Esther 
are revered for their political activities 
and advocacy for the Jewish right to 
self-determination. 



SECTION 2: ISRAEL’S FOUNDING 

1.  Wasn’t the establishment of Israel 
unfair to Palestinians?

Arab leadership violently rejected 
the partition proposal that would 
have allowed for a Palestinian state 
to be established alongside Israel. 
In 1937, the Peel Commission 
recommended a partition of Palestine 
to make two states for two people. 
The Arab leaders coldly declined. In 
1948 another opportunity to create a 
Palestinian state presented itself and 
was declined as well. It is not Israel’s 
fault Palestinian leaders decline 
opportunities to create a state and 
have done so five times.
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DIFFICULT QUESTIONS SECTION 2: ISRAEL’S FOUNDING 

3.  Didn’t Israel ethnically cleanse Arabs 
of the land and cause genocide of 
Palestinians?

When Israel declared itself 
independent, citizenship was offered 
to the Arabs living within its territory. 
Today, the descendants of those 
Arabs live in Israel as citizens. This 
is not genocide. In 1948, when the 
surrounding Arab states attacked 
Israel many Arabs in the region were 
displaced. The majority of Arab 
displacement in 1948 was a symptom 
of the war taking place around them 
and encouragement by their leaders 
to leave. A small percentage of the 
Arabs in Palestine were forcibly 
removed by Jewish militias in villages 
that were strategic targets in a war 
instigated by Arab states surrounding 
Israel. Had the enemies of Israel not 
attacked to prevent its establishment 
or agreed to a two-state solution 
those people might not have been 
displaced. 

2.  Israel is a European colonization 
project. Aren’t Jews in Israel 
European settlers?

The state of Israel was birthed out 
of an empowerment movement for 
self-determination of an indigenous 
people-the Jews. The historic 
connection between the Jewish 
people and the land of Israel was 
legally recognized in 1922 in the 
Mandate for Palestine.  The Mandate 
for Palestine established the legal 
right to self-determination of the 
Jewish people in their homeland. 
Israel is not composed of European 
settlers but an indigenous people 
returning to their homeland. 



SECTION 3: ISRAEL & THE NATIONS

1.  Why does the USA give so much 
money to Israel when we have 
serious economic problems 
domestically?

Aid to Israel promotes American 
values overseas without sending 
troops. American aid to Israel ensures 
radical terrorist groups such as ISIS, 
Hezbollah and Hamas are confronted 
by a free nation. Also, the vast majority 
of American aid to Israel returns to the 
United States in the form of military 
purchases. 
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DIFFICULT QUESTIONS SECTION 3: ISRAEL & THE NATIONS

3.  Everyone knows Israel has nuclear 
capabilities. Why shouldn’t Iran also 
have a nuclear bomb?

Israel is a liberal democracy and 
Iran is a state sponsor of terror. A 
state sponsor of terror that openly 
discusses genocide should not be 
given tools to achieve that goal. 
Israel maintains a policy of nuclear 
ambiguity, wherein their alleged 
weapons are not even acknowledged 
and therefore cannot be used to 
threaten anyone.  A nuclear armed 
Iran would destabilize the Middle 
East. Conversely, Israel is a stabilizing 
force in the Middle East.
 

2.   Don’t African Americans have 
an obligation to stand with the 
Palestinians and African immigrants 
who are systematically oppressed 
by Israel? 

Likening the hardships of black 
Americans to Palestinian nationalism 
is an offensive comparison. Palestinian 
hardships are a direct result of the 
Palestinian leadership’s corruption, 
intransigence and support for terror 
– not Israeli self-defense efforts. 
Palestinian leaders consistently 
choose to tear down Israel rather than 
build up Palestinian society.  This is 
drastically different from the situation 
of black Americans. 



DIFFICULT QUESTIONS SECTION 3: ISRAEL & THE NATIONS

5.   Aren’t Boycotts, Divestments and 
Sanctions of Israel the best way 
to advocate for justice and human 
rights in Israel?

BDS is the punishment of businesses, 
academic institutions, and non-profit 
organizations based on their affiliation 
with Israel - the world’s only Jewish 
state. Institutionalizing boycotts of 
the only Jewish state represents the  
systematic mistreatment of a social 
identity group. There is no place 
for delegitimizing and demonizing 
a people group in political debate, 
and that is precisely what the BDS 
movement does.

4.  Why does the USA protect and 
support Israel at the UN? If it 
weren’t for the Americans protecting 
Israel at the UN, there would be a 
Palestinian state by now.

A Palestinian state could have been 
established five times by direct 
negotiations with Israel. Palestinian 
leaders have declined every Israeli 
offer of peace. If a Palestinian state 
were to be established, many details 
would need to be sorted out between 
Israelis and Palestinians. These issues 
would need to be addressed by direct 
negotiations, not a vote at the United 
Nations. 



DIFFICULT QUESTIONS SECTION 3: ISRAEL & THE NATIONS

7.  Does Israel treat African immigrants 
harshly? 

The matter of African immigrants 
in Israel is not one of race but 
undocumented immigration. This 
issue is not unique to Israel or African 
immigrants.

 

6.  Shouldn’t Jerusalem be divided so 
both Israelis and Palestinians can 
have it has their capital? 

Dividing Jerusalem would involve 
Israel losing the Western Wall and 
other sites central to Jewish identity. 
Even so, Israel has offered to divide 
Jerusalem twice and was declined. In 
2000 and 2008 Israel offered to divide 
Jerusalem in exchange for peace. 
Palestinian leaders declined this offer. 



SECTION 4: ISRAEL’S RIGHT TO EXIST

1.  Does Israel’s Jewish identity prevent 
it from being a democracy?

Israel’s Jewish identity does not 
produce violations of democracy 
or violate the liberty of non-Jews in 
Israel. Non-Jewish citizens of enjoy full 
civil, social and political rights. There 
is no difference in status between 
Jewish and non-Jewish citizens of 
Israel. Israel’s Jewish identity does not 
contradict its democratic nature.
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DIFFICULT QUESTIONS SECTION 4: ISRAEL’S RIGHT TO EXIST

3.  Judaism is a religion not a people 
group. Why should Jews have their 
own country? 

The Jews are indeed a people. A 
nation is a united group of people 
who share emotional, spiritual, cultural 
and historical ties. The Jewish people, 
however diverse, share ties making 
them a nation. Over thousands of 
years, Jewish people have continued 
to remember their heritage in their 
homeland and maintained their 
nationhood.

2.   Anti-Semitism and anti-Zionism are 
different, right?

Zionism is a Jewish empowerment 
movement for self-determination 
and autonomy of the Jewish people. 
To be anti-Zionist is to be against 
the empowerment movement and 
autonomy of a minority group, 
Jews. Anti-Zionism is opposition to 
Jewish self-determination, -Jewish 
empowerment and is thus often 
closely linked to anti-Semitism. 

 



DIFFICULT QUESTIONS SECTION 4: ISRAEL’S RIGHT TO EXIST

4.  Do we need a Jewish state? 

Jews have a right to exist as a people 
in their ancestral homeland. Moreover, 
prior to Israel, Jews lived as a 
persecuted minority in many parts of 
the world. There was no safe haven to 
welcome Jews when the persecution 
became unbearable until Jewish self-
determination was realized in 1948 
and Israel was established. 



SECTION 5: ISRAEL’S TREATMENT OF PALESTINIANS

1.  The Israeli-Palestinian conflict is 
asymmetrical, isn’t it? Israel uses 
disproportionate force during war.

Israel takes great effort not to harm 
civilians during conflict. In stark 
contrast to Israel’s behavior, Hamas 
invests in terror tunnels to massacre 
Israeli’s rather than investing in the 
well being of Palestinians. Hamas and 
other Palestinian terror groups fire 
rockets into Israel from civilian areas 
to use their people as human shields 
Attacking Israeli civilians while hiding 
behind Palestinian civilians is a double 
war-crime. 
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DIFFICULT QUESTIONS SECTION 5: ISRAEL’S TREATMENT OF PALESTINIANS

3.  Why doesn’t Israel just end the 
occupation? 

When Israel first gained control of 
the West Bank in 1967, Israel offered 
the territory as a potential Palestinian 
state. The Arabs responded by 
declaring they would not make peace 
with Israel, negotiate with Israel or 
recognize Israel. Since then, Israel has 
offered the West Bank, including East 
Jerusalem, to make a Palestinian state 
in exchange for peace even though 
the West Bank was never a part of a 
Palestinian state. 
 

 
 

2.   Why won’t Israel make peace with 
the Palestinians? All they want is a 
Palestinian state. 

Five times Israel has agreed to or 
proposed a two-state solution only 
to be rejected by Palestinian leaders. 
In 1937, 1948, 1867, 2000 and 2008 
Palestinian leaders were offered and 
rejected the opportunity for a state. 
Israel has supported a two-state 
solution since the beginning and still 
desires peace. 

 



DIFFICULT QUESTIONS SECTION 5: ISRAEL’S TREATMENT OF PALESTINIANS

5.  Why did Israel build a giant wall to 
keep Palestinians out? 

As a result of Palestinian terrorism in 
the Second Intifada, a security barrier 
was built. The security barrier in Israel 
is a legal and legitimate means for 
self-defense. The barrier in Israel is 
440 miles and approximately 95% of 
it is a multi-layered fence. Less than 
five percent of it is a tall concrete wall 
– and this portion was built this way to 
prevent against sniper attacks. Every 
year the security barrier was being 
built, suicide bombings and casualties 
dropped by nearly fifty percent and 
today, such terrorist tactics are largely 
thwarted by Israeli security measures 
including the fence. 

 

4.   Settlements are the obstacle to 
peace and illegal, aren’t they?

Palestinian terror predates Israeli 
settlements. In addition, when Israel 
removed every settler and soldier 
from the Gaza strip, the Palestinians 
responded with more violence. 
Negotiations between Israelis and 
Palestinians will be successful when 
Palestinian leaders stop destroying – 
not when Israel stops building. 

 



DIFFICULT QUESTIONS SECTION 5: ISRAEL’S TREATMENT OF PALESTINIANS

7.  What is the purpose of checkpoints? 
They’re dehumanizing.

Checkpoints are a result of Palestinian 
terrorism. If terrorism was no longer 
an issue, checkpoints would no longer 
be an issue. They are not meant to 
dehumanize or humiliate Palestinians 
any more than TSA checkpoints are 
meant to dehumanize or humiliate 
airplane passengers. Checkpoints are 
to deter terrorism and keep people 
safe. 
 

 

6.  Is Israel an apartheid state?

Palestinians living in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip are governed by their 
own leaders. They are not and do 
not want to be Israeli citizens. Within 
Israel’s borders, all Israeli citizens have 
equal rights. Arab citizens, and other 
minority groups, are able to openly 
criticize Israeli policies without fear 
of violence or persecution. In this 
way, Arab citizens of Israel have more 
liberty than their counterparts living 
under Palestinian rule in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. Israeli Arabs 
enjoy full civil rights. They participate 
in society in the same manner as their 
Jewish co-citizens. 

 



DIFFICULT QUESTIONS SECTION 5: ISRAEL’S TREATMENT OF PALESTINIANS

9.  Why is Israel causing a humanitarian 
crisis in Gaza with the blockade? 
Israel controls Gaza’s air space, 
water and borders. Gaza is still 
occupied. 

Israel pulled all Israelis out of Gaza 
in 2005. Gaza’s airspace and coast 
are controlled carefully to prevent 
weapons that would harm Israelis 
from being brought into Gaza. Hamas 
is a genocidal terrorist organization. 
When Hamas prioritizes the wellbeing 
of Gazans over the terrorizing of 
Israelis, Israel will no longer need to 
carefully control its shared borders 
with Gaza. In the meantime, there 
is no humanitarian crisis in Gaza 
according to the Red Cross. This 
is in large part due to the regular 
shipments of aid Israel sends to the 
Gaza Strip.
 

 

8.  Why does Israel make life hard 
for Palestinians by evicting them 
from their homes and stealing their 
water? 

Eviction in Israel is not dependent on 
ethnicity or religion. If someone feels 
their eviction was illegal or unjust 
they can take their case to Israel’s 
courts. The Palestinian Authority is 
responsible for Palestinians in the 
West Bank. Infrastructure challenges 
in the West Bank are a direct result of 
Palestinian Authority corruption and 
support for terror. 

 



DIFFICULT QUESTIONS SECTION 5: ISRAEL’S TREATMENT OF PALESTINIANS

10. Why do some Israeli-Arabs not 
support Israel?

Criticism of the state is a part of a 
healthy democracy. There are Israeli-
Arabs who enjoy the benefits of living 
in Israel and even prefer life in Israel 
over other places in the Middle East. 
But that is not to say all Arabs in Israel 
completely support all Israeli policy 
or even celebrate living in a Jewish 
state. Just like in the US, people have 
differing political opinions and are 
free to voice them as they see fit.

 

11. Why does Israel keep political 
prisoners in conditions that violate 
human dignity? They even take 
children as political prisoners and 
treat them poorly. 

In Israel people who are involved with 
terrorism and violent crimes are sent 
to prison after being convicted in a 
court of law. People in Israeli prisons 
have religious liberties and receive 
medical treatment. They are free to 
meet with an attorney. 
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